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Good day, everyone. 
 
We’re into February and winter is winding down.  We’ve had some really cold weather lately 
but there is a light at the end of the tunnel.  As Spring approaches, and the weather gets warmer, 
all of the new greenery that the Calgary Municipal Land Corporation will put in will start to 
bloom and it w ill look much better around The Centre. 
 
Speaking of the work being done around The Centre, it is my understanding that 8th Avenue 
will be completely closed off again only this time it w ill be to replace the sidewalks and to install 
new lights and trees.  I’m not sure how this will impact The Centre but I’m hoping that we 
won’t see a repeat of the inconvenience that the road work caused.  I’m told that the fences will 
go back up but I don’t know for how long.  I’m hoping that CMLC has a plan in mind to prevent 
our door from being closed off to access because that will not only affect our programs but the 
barber, the cafeteria and lounge, the A lex’s Food Bank program and the social worker as well as 
the drug store and the grocery store.  In short, everything that happens here for the seniors and 
other residents of East Village.  Our back door is absolutely out of the question so we are talking 
to CMLC about a solution.  We have been trying to get information from CMLC and the 
alderman’s office and will keep you informed of any information we are able to find out. 
 
There have, however, been a couple of accomplishments in the past month.  I have been in 
contact with Calgary Transit and have arranged for 2 temporary bus stops closer to The Centre.  
One is on 7th Avenue at 5th Street coming into East Village (across from BJ’s Gym, south side) 
and one on 5th Street at 7th Avenue going out of East Vil lage (west side of BJ’s Gym).  These 
stops now prevent the need to go all the way down to 6th Street when coming and going from 
the club.  We also have limited handicapped parking again but it is way around the corner on 5th 
Street between 7th Avenue and our back alley.  This is far too far away to be viable to our 
disabled members and users and the area hasn’t been plowed out since the snow so it is entirely 
inaccessible.  I’ve been in contact w ith Bill Biccum, from our alderman’s office, and Chris 
Blaschuk, from the City’s parking department, and I’m hopeful of getting the handicapped 
parking moved back in front of our door as well as having the small cut out ramp replaced for 
handicapped drop off.  I’m seeing some results but it’s slow going. 
 
On the brighter side of things, Taimi is busy putting new programs together and we are going to 
start free Saturday dances again.  There will be no charge for the dances but food and spirits will 
be available for purchase from the cafeteria.  Remember, only members and their guests can 
purchase alcohol.  We’ll also be providing free munchies.  Hopefully, these dances will see 
enough attendance that they will be an ongoing event.  And don’t forget, February is Valentine’s 
month so be sure to give your sweetie a kiss!!  
 
Regards as always. 
 
Don 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
2009 promises to be a year  of many exciting activities, dances and programs, but without 
volunteers to help, it is near ly impossible to give you, the members what you want.  Please, if 
you have spare time on your  hands, call Taimi at 262-6342, ext. 224 or  drop into the office 
and talk to me..            
   Submi t t ed by Tai mi  
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DOWNTOWN FREINDSHIP CENTRE 
 

FACILITY RENTALS 
 

CATERING IS AVAILABLE , HOWEVER YOU CAN MAKE ARRANGEMENT WITH  
THE MANAGEMENT OF THE BISTRO ON THE 2ND FLOOR  

 
Note: The minimum rental for each room is TWO (2) Hours 

 
FULL AUDITORIUM WITH STAGE THEATRE STYLE SEATS 200   

 
AUDITORIUM SEATS 125 – 150 FOR A SIT DOWN DINNER  

 
Hourly Rate for Auditorium is:           $75.00 per hour 

 
Maximum Charge:                                                               $ 600.00 

 
HALF AUDITORIUM 
One half of the Auditorium Charges            $ 300.00 
Or                 $  37.50 per hour 
LIBRARY (maximum of 45 people)       Hourly:   $ 50.00 
BOARD ROOM (maximum of 25 people)                Hourly:   $40.00 

 
NOTE 

·  Security charges at $20.00 per hour are mandatory for all functions on Sunday   
or any function outside normal operating hours of the Centre. 

·  Corkage is $5.00 per person and includes ice, mix and glasses.  
·  Full bar service is available (minimum of $l00.00 in sales required)  

and if used, there is no charge for corkage provided $l00.00 in sales is reached. 
·  Please call for rates and Information on Bartenders and Corkage 
·  There is a parking lot behind the Centre where your guests can park. 
·  A security deposit is required at the time of booking. 

 
  Please Note 

·  We now have an LCD Projector which is $25.00 to rent while you are in  
the building. 

·  Overhead Projector is $10.00 to rent while you are in the building 
·  Projecting Screen is $5.00 to rent while you are in the building 
·  Just a reminder The Downtown Friendship Centre is a non-smoking facility any  
  smokers must go outside. 
·  Please call Carol  at the DFC office 262-6342 if you need more information 

 
Revised July 2008 
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