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Good day, everyone.

Two monthsin 2009 have now passed and things continue to be busy at The Centre. The Valentine's
Day Dance was a great success and | want to thank everyone who wished me Happy Birthday. Now
that I'm officially 60 years old (my wife tells everyone | was 60 a long time ago) | can start applying
for all the discounts offered to seniors. The Valentine’s Day dance was a lot of fun and the birthday
cake was a great surprise. Cathy, my wife, and | thoroughly enjoyed everyone’'s company. Our
Sweetheart Raffle was a huge success and | want to thank John Sullivan, who coordinated the raffle,
and all of the volunteers who manned the community tables and sold tickets. John isnow looking at
a larger 50/50 raffle ($10,000.00) as well as a special event whereby our MLA, Kent Hehr, will get
roasted at aformal dinner.

Asyou can see, things continue to move forward with the East Village redevelopment. Construction
is much slower now that the ground is frozen but will pick up in earnest once the frost is gone.
However, there have been some developments that have been of benefit to The Centre that were
completed over the Winter. | have had several discussions with CMLC and the City about our
disabled parking and loading zone and, thanks to CMLC, the handicapped zone has been moved
back in front of our door. We have afull drop off zone with some dedicated parking and the loading
zone for the grocery and drug stores are back in place. The zones are temporary, at the moment,
because the sidewalks are going to be replaced in the Spring but it’'s my understanding that the
handicapped and loading zones will become permanent once the construction is completed. Aswell,
it ismy understanding that the cut out in the sidewalk for wheelchair access will also be reinstalled
by CMLC.

Speaking of the sidewalks, Chris Ollenberger, from CMLC, attended our January Board meeting and
brought us up to date with the redevelopment. Yes, the sidewalks will be replaced, as will be the
trees and lighting, and Chris assured us that they will be done in such a way as to minimize the
impact to access to DFC. This should then complete the construction on 8h Ave. between 5" and 6t
Streets within a proposed time frame of 4 — 6 weeks depending largely on the weather. So, come on
sun!!ll Please accept my apologizes if my earlier information was a bit erroneous but it was the best
information | had at the time and things are changing very quickly.

| had an opportunity to meet Fay Hadley, the young lady who won our 50/50 raffle. Thanks to John
Sullivan, Taimi and all of their volunteers, the raffle sold out and Fay won $2,500.00. Fay, being the
very generous lady that she is, made a sizeable donation back to The Centre. Thanks, everyone, for
making the raffle a huge success and thanks, Fay, for your generosity.

Please remember that our Annual General Meeting will be held on April 14, 2009. All are invited to
attend but only current memberswill be eligible to run for office or vote.

Regards as always,

Don















FROM THEDESK OFKENT HEHR YOUR MLA FOR CALGARY BUFFALO

Thewinter/spring session of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta started on February 10th after a
very busy Christmas season spent in the constituency. I’'ve been very active on crimeissues, calling
for more provincial resources for more police, and better toolsto fight gangs and illegal gunsin our
communities.

| will continue to advocate for seniors and keep you up to date on developments that might affect my
friends at the Downtown Friendship Centre. There has been one major change to our provincial
pharmaceutical strategy recently. On December 8, 2008, the government introduced a new
pharmaceutical strategy as part of the Vision 2020. The strategy aimsto improve drug coverage for
seniors by adjusting non-group coverage premiums to reflect current market rates, establishing a
single, government sponsored drug plan with acommon drug list, and introducing a program to
cover catastrophicdrug costsfor Albertanswith extremely rare diseases. Under the Alberta
Pharmaceutical Strategy, low-income seniors (under $21,325) will receive free drug coverage. Seniors
whose incomeis greater that $21,325 will pay adeductable based on their income. A co-payment of
up to $25 per prescription will no longer be required.

From my perspective, | have some concerns about this pharmaceutical strategy. | believe that
prescription drugs are just as medically necessary as doctors and nurses, and therefore should be
treated just like the services doctors and nurses provide. In short, we need universal access. Although
thisplan benefits some seniors, | fear it isalso placing a greater burden on approximately 40% of
Alberta’s seniorswho can now expect to pay more for their prescriptions. My colleagues and | in the
AlbertaLiberal Caucusbelieve that we should encourage a national purchasing plan to keep costs
down and make coverage consistent across provincial lines.

On arelated health care note, | also have some pretty serious concerns about our health care facilities
in Calgary. When Health Care Minister, the Honourable Ron Liepert, exclaimed recently, “1@n sick
and tired of people whining about not enough health-care facilitiesin the city”, | couldn’t help but
shake my head. In the 1990s, the provincial government closed three of the six adult hospitalsin our
city. The expansion at Peter Lougheed Hospital was supposed to make up for our lack of health care
facilities created by these cuts, and now we've found out that the expansion won’t be complete!
Accelerating access to health care facilities hasto be atop priority for thisgovernment. Anybody who
has visited a hospital recently knows wait-times are out of control. Ridiculous comments about
“whining” don’t help anything; let’'s make health care apriority. | know | will.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at my officeif | can help in any way. My phone number is 403-
244-7737.

Sincerely,

Kent Hehr
Your MLA for Calgary Buffalo



Planning ahead helps you and your family

Make decisions now to ensure you are protected in the future

Imagine being in a coma after a car accident—who would make important decisions about your life?
When this happens, families are in crisis and they would want to ensure that any decision they made

reflected your wishes.

As Minister of Seniors and Community Supports, | encourage Albertans to write a personal directive and
ensure their wishes are documented. No one likes to imagine the possibility of an illness or injury taking

away their capacity to make decisions, but it does happen. It's important to plan ahead for this possibility.

A personal directive is a legal document where you can write out your instructions and/or name an
individual—an agent—to decide on personal matters if, due to injury or illness, you are no longer able to
make personal choices. Having a personal directive will not only protect your wishes, it will also reduce
the burden of uncertainty for your family and friends during a time of crisis. Along with health care
providers, your family and friends will rely on your personal directive to make sure that your wishes are

carried out.

Once you have written your personal directive, you can register it on the new Personal Directive Registry.
The first of its kind in Canada, the registry is currently being developed to give access to health care
providers so they will know if you have a personal directive. It will also tell them how to get in touch with

your agent if you have named someone to speak on your behalf in case of a medical emergency.

Information on how to write and register a personal directive is available online at

www.seniors.gov.ab.ca/opg. The website also lists upcoming personal directive information sessions

being held in various communities across the province. Feel free to attend one of these sessions or call
the Office of the Public Guardian at 1-877-427-4525 to have an information session organized in your

community.

Mary Anne Jablonski, MLA

Minister or Seniors and Community Supports



Believe
‘Believe’ isthetheme of thisyear’sblock party in East Village. The 2009 Block Party is scheduled
for Saturday, August 8, 2009. EVAC will provide details asthe date approaches.

‘Believe’ speakstotherenewal that istaking placein East Village.
- Wecan seethe changesto Fort Calgary.
Changesto the pedestrian and bicycle paths along theriver are underway.
Streets are being moved and redirected.
In the future apartments and condos will replace empty lots.

EVAC’smission isto create a highly desirable community in the heart of Calgary. However, weare
all aware of the challengesin East Village. Prostitutes and drug dealersblatantly ply their tradein
broad daylight. The homeless struggleto survive. None of theinfrastructure planned for East
Village will solve these problems. They will only be solved by a community that believesin itself
and facesitsfuturewith pride and deter mination.

Unfortunately, someresidents of East Village have an attitude of dependency. We all know the type.
If they fall over a stick in their yard, they’ll expect someone elseto moveit. If they find aten dollar
bill, they’ll complain it isn’t atwenty. Fortunately, such peoplearein a minority. Thevast
majority of the peoplein East Village want to believe in their community and itsfuture.

We must engage the three levels of government in the solution to East Village's problems. When
we do, we'll find they are eager to shareour vision of an attractive community in the heart of
Calgary. Indeed, EVAC has made preliminary contact with Alderman Druh Farrell, Kent Hehr,
M.L.A. and Lee Richardson, M.P. All three have expressed an eager nessto work with us.

Befor e engaging senior gover nmentswe, the people of East Village, must believein our community
and itsfuture. We must believein thevision of a highly desirable community in the heart of
Calgary and work to achieve it.

When completed the new East Village will look nothing liketheold. However, the new
infrastructure must be matched by a new and vibrant culture, a culture in which theresidents of
East Village believe in their community and take responsibility for it.

Theworth of a community liesin the spirit of its people.
Submitted by:

Ned Shillington
Chair, East Village Action Committee
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DOWNTOWN FREINDSHIP CENTRE
FACILITY RENTALS

CATERING IS AVAILABLE , HOWEVER YOU CAN MAKE ARRANGEMENT WITH
THE MANAGEMENT OF THE BISTRO ON THE 2"° FLOOR

Note: The minimum rental for each room is TWO (2) Hours
FULL AUDITORIUM WITH STAGE THEATRE STYLE SEATS 200

AUDITORIUM SEATS 125 - 150 FOR A SIT DOWN DINNER

Hourly Rate for Auditorium is: $75.00 per hour
Maximum Charge: $ 600.00

HALF AUDITORIUM

One half of the Auditorium Charges $ 300.00

Or $ 37.50 per hour
LIBRARY (maximum of 45 people) Hourly: $50.00

BOARD ROOM (maximum of 25 people) Hourly: $40.00

NOTE

Security charges at $20.00 per hour are mandatory for all functions on Sunday

or any function outside normal operating hours of the Centre.

Corkage is $5.00 per person and includes ice, mix and glasses.

Full bar service is available (minimum of $100.00 in sales required)

and if used, there is no charge for corkage provided $100.00 in sales is reached.
Please call for rates and Information on Bartenders and Corkage

There is a parking lot behind the Centre where your guests can park.

There is a $1,000.00 cash Security Deposit required upon booking the Auditorium.

Please Note

We now have an LCD Projector which is $25.00 to rent while you are in

the building.

Overhead Projector is $10.00 to rent while you are in the building

Projecting Screen is $5.00 to rent while you are in the building

Just areminder The Downtown Friendship Centre is a non-smoking facility any
smokers must go outside.

Please call Carol at the DFC office 262-6342 if you need more information

Revised February 2009
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