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THE DOWNTOWN FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
610 8th Ave. SE 

Calgary, AB T2G 0M1 
 

Phone (403) 262-6342   Fax (403)-262-9395 
www.downtowncentre.ab.ca 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8:00 to 4:00pm 
Closed 12:00 – 1:00pm for Lunch  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHONE NUMBER 
DIRECTORY   

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORIES  

       
   PRESIDENT: Don Thonger 
     Past: President Cy Hayes 
     1st Vice President: Katherine Kautz 
Don Fisherman, Executive Director  Ext. 223 2nd Vice President Alida Rowbotham 
Carol Astop, Administrative Assistant  Ext. 221 Treasurer Vacant 
Jenna Koller, Program Coordinator Ext. 224 Secretary: Monica Bruchall 
Bistro    Ext. 231   
Bistro    Ext. 232 DIRECTORS  
Next to New Shop   Ext. 227 Joyce Lewis  
Front Reception/Security   Ext. 226 Kathie McGann  
Connie MacRury, Accountant  Ext. 229 Jim Anderson  
   John Sullivan  
     Fred Cockshull  
       

 
 



 

 

 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 
 
 

Hi from sunny Gilbert Arizona where I have been spending the winter. I want to thank my 
board for their hard work in my absence and especially to Jim Anderson who stepped in and 
chaired the meetings and made certain Don Fisherman had the support he requires from the 
board on a daily basis. 
 
I will return to Calgary early April and will be preparing for the upcoming AGM at which time 
we will be asking you for your support in electing a new board of directors and voting on a 
name change for our organization. 
 
We have already received several suggestions for a new name and would appreciate hearing 
from you prior to the meeting so that your recommendations can be considered at the meeting 
as well. It has been a difficult time for management and the board in their efforts to raise 
awareness and funding as each time we go out to the community we are required to explain who 
we are and what population we are serving. We expect a new name will relieve us of this 
confusion. 
 
Give your thoughts and recommendations to Carol and we look forward to seeing you at the 
meeting May the 4th at 10:00 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Thonger 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

 
H i  everybody. 
 
The most important message I  can give you in this i ssue of  the newsletter is to 
remember that our Annual  General  M eeting wi l l  be held on M ay 4th at 10:00 a.m.  
Your attendance is important and this wi l l  be your opportuni ty to elect our new 
Board of  Di rectors.  As wel l , this is your opportuni ty to be elected to our Board.  
Only current members of  DFC wi l l  be al lowed to vote and run for of f ice.  In 
addi tion to the regular meeting there wi l l  be discussion about a name change for the 
club. 
 
I ’m going to be away on hol idays for awhi le so, whi le I ’m gone, Jenna wi l l  be 
look ing af ter my of f ice.  Please don’t be too hard on her!! 
 
See you when I  get back. 
 
Regards as always, 
 
 
 
Don 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
 

Alberta Locker Services 
Alsco Uniform & Linen Services 

Calgary Co-op 
Calgary Italian Bakery 
Calgary Public Library 
Calgary Sketch Club 

Canada Safeway Limited 
Coca Cola Bottling Co. 

Costco 
Denny’s Restaurant 

Elbow River Inn Casino 
Heninger Toyota 

Humpty’s Restaurants International Inc. 
M & M Meat Shops 
Purdy’s Chocolates 

Sunnyside Home and Garden 
Tim Hortons 

RGO Office Products 
Spulombo’s Fine Foods and Deli 

UPS 
Xentel D.M. Inc. 

Patty -Luke Fraternal Society 
Backfoot Truck Stop Restaurant 

M Pak Plastics 
Village Bistro and Lounge 

Royal Canadian Legion # 1 Branch 
Dundee Properties 

Colors by Battistella 
CMLC 

The Board of Directors of the Downtown Friendship Centre, members and 
Staff are grateful for the support from these organizations, as they help us 
to provide  
programs throughout the year. 
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REPORT FROM CALGARY POLICE SERVICES 
 
 
Cst Carlee BOJARSKI 3703 and I, Constable Jennifer WARD 3819, have been 
assigned as the new 1 District Community Liaison Officers for zone 1-3. We began this 
position in November 2009, taking over from Constable Erin PARTRIDGE. We both 
have many years of experience with the Calgary Police Service. Carlee has been with 
the Service for eight years, working in 8 District, 5 District, and as an investigative role 
looking into serious crimes within the 5 District area. I have been with the service for 
seven years working in 8 District, 6 District and the Domestic Conflict Unit.  
 
We both pride ourselves in working hard and helping out the community in anyway that 
is required.  
 
We look forward to getting to know community members and offering our assistance in 
crime prevention or with other issues that the community members feel is important. 
 
 
 
J. Koller on behalf of CPS 

 
 



 

 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

 
 
 
Can you believe it's April already? Things have been rolling here at the centre. March 
was a busy month and April is sure to be even busier. Please note the centre will be 
closed April 2nd for Good Friday. Lunch with Friends is back Wednesday April 7th from 
11:30-1:30. If you'd like to attend please call me and reserve your spot. We also have 
another casino trip April 22nd where members enjoy a complimentary lunch that is 
sure to impress anyone. April 24th is the Bistro's Mexican Fiesta Party be sure to 
purchased your tickets early so you don't miss out on the fun. April 30th is our first trip 
of the year to the Calgary Farmers Market at the Barracks. For any of the trips please 
note space is limited so be sure to register early.  
  
If you're interested in playing Bridge or Euchre please let me know. I've had some 
interest and we'd like to get some new cards games in the next month.  
  
I want to thank all of you who have come to me with any suggestions and feedback 
about the centre. I'm always available to meet with you and hear your ideas. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Happy Easter 
Smiles 
Jenna 



 

 

We are looking for volunteers for the following: 
  
Friday Bingos here at the Centre (every Friday from 11-3:30) for various positions 
  
5 star bingos (2nd Thursday of every month from 10-4) 
  
Lunch with Friends (first Wednesday of every month from 10:30-2) Help serve 
lunch seniors from various care facilities 
  
Selling raffle tickets at the Malls (shifts are 4-5 hours)  
  
Front reception- Need volunteers for the following shifts Monday 12-3 and Wednesday 
9-12 
  
Adult Day Program (Every Tuesday from 10-2) helping members of the ADP 
participate in games, help serve coffee and lunch.  
  
Surveys- responsible for surveying members as needed 
  
Special events such as craft sales, garage sales, special lunches, etc.  
  
  
If you are interested in any of the these positions please come to the office.  
  
Jenna Kol l er  
Program Coordinator 
Downtown Friendship Centre 
610 - 8 Avenue SE 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2G 0M1 
Phone Number: (403) 262-6342 ext. 224 
Fax: (403) 262-9395 
  
 
  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

TRAVEL NEWS 
NEXT CASINO TRIP 

Thursday, APRIL 22 nd 
DEERFOOT INN & CASINO 

Bus # 1 Leaving DFC- 9:30 a.m. Returning at 2:00 p.m. SHARP 
Bus # 2 Leaving DFC- 10:30 a.m. Returning at 3:00 p.m. SHARP 
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Spac e is limited . Please reserve your sea t with Jenna  a t 

the Downtown Friendship  Centre  
(403) 262-6342 ext. 224 

***Please note as of January 1, 2010 DFC 
 members will pay $1.00 and  

Non Members will pay $10.00 for  
Casino Trips*** 

 
 
 



 

 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff, we extend a Big Welcome to new 
members who have joined DFC in March, 2010 
 
Joyce Blayney   Blake Cole 
Dennis Fryklund  Freeman Heighton 
Chelsey Schlamp  Rick Manywounds 
 
Please make them welcome. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Your 2010 Memberships are now due at a cost of $15.00 
per year. Please come into the office during office hours to purchase yours. 

 
ATTENTION MEMBERS: 

 
If any of you know of a member that is ill or in the hospital please notify the 
office at 403-262-6342. DFC would like to acknowledge them with a card or a 
phone call.  
At this time we would like to say a Big Get Well to Michele Rishaug who is in the 
Foothills Hospital. Winnie Turner who is at the Peter Lougheed Hospital and Mae 
DePew who is in the Rockyview Hospital. 

 
Anyone wanting to go grocery shopping please see the time and dates below. 
The Bus is FREE. The Forest Lawn Coop bus is every Tuesday and leaves in 
front of King Tower on 6th Street and 9th Ave. between 10:15am and 10:30am 

 
The North Hill Safeway bus is every Friday and leaves in front of DFC on  
610 8th Ave. SE and leaves between 9:15 and 9:30am 

 
Outreach News 

Do you require assistance from an Outreach Worker? If so please call  
       Calgary Family Services at (403) 705-0593 to make an appointment 
 

Carol Astop 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE FUND RAISING CHAIRPERSON 

 
 
 

We have lots of exciting things going on. We just finished our gift card raffle. 
Congratulations to Dennis Beckley and Ed Kuntz who won the sears gift card and 
Smitty's gift card.  
  
We are back in the malls selling our raffle tickets. We will be at North Hill Mall, 
Westbrook Mall, Marlborough Mall and Deerfoot Mall. Tickets are $2.00 each and you 
can win $5,000. The draw date will June 4.  
  
Five Star bingo is the 2nd Thursday of every month. Any of the volunteers who would 
like a ride must be here at the centre by 10:00 a.m.  
  
If you have any suggestions for fundraising ideas please come see me in the office or 
call me at (403) 262-6342. 
  
Sincerely, 
John Sullivan\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

403-262-6342 
 

SPRING 50/ 50 RAFFLE 
 

ONLY 5,000 TICKETS PRINTED 
 

TICKETS ARE $2.00 EACH 
 

YOU COULD WIN 
 

$5,000.00 CASH 
 
 
 

DRAW DATE IS: FRIDAY JUNE 4, 2010 
 

 

PROCEEDS TO THE DOWNTOWN FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
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April is here and summer is just around the corner.  I’m still spending most weeks in 
Edmonton, but I’m fortunate enough that I will get to spend the summer in Calgary.  
Although I’ll be hard at work meeting with the residents of Calgary Buffalo, I’m going to 
try and make some time to take in at least a few of the many festivals and special 
events that take place in Calgary during the summer months.  I thought I’d use this 
month’s column to highlight a few that I think you should take part in this summer: 

·  May 1st-31st: Lilac Festival - This is one of my favourite Calgary events, as 13 
blocks along 4th St. SW are closed for hundreds of exhibits and vendors (I usually 
have a booth here myself!). 

·  June 9th-13th: Spruce Meadow’s National Tournament: - We are so fortunate to 
have Spruce Meadows on the southern edge of our city.  It means that ever 
summer you can watch world class show jumping right here in Calgary. 

·  July 9th-18th: Of course no list would be complete without the Calgary Stampede.  
I always host a big stampede breakfast at the Chinese Cultural centre on the first 
Saturday of the stampede! 

·  July 22nd-25th: Calgary Folk Festival – In its 31st year the Calgary Folk Fest will 
host 62 artists from 13 countries.  There’s little better than spending a sunny 
afternoon on Prince’s Island listening to some great music. 

·  July 25th: Salsa Festival – Another great Calgary street festival with interesting 
exhibits, great food and entertainment.  Again, I usually have a booth here. 

·  August 9th-14th: Afrikadey – Another great day of music at Prince’s Island Park. 
·  August 20th-28th: GlobalFest – More than just amazing fireworks, Global Fest also 

has some really neat booths with cultural displays and of course, great 
international food. 

·  August 29th: Indiafest – In its second year at Shaw Millenium Park, right in the 
middle of the Downtown-West community, this great event highlights Indian 
culture in Canada! 

Hopefully you enjoy the rest of spring, and are looking forward to the wealth of events 
that happen in Calgary during the summer.  Right now, I’m up in Edmonton most 
weeks from Monday through Thursday, but I’m back in Calgary on Fridays to meet with 
you.  Even when I’m in Edmonton, my office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00am 
4:00pm to take your calls.  Please do not hesitate to phone my office at (403) 244-7737 
or email us at calgary.buffalo@assembly.ab.ca.  My website is also updated regularly. 
 



 

 

THE VILLAGE BISTR0 and LOUNGE 
“ THE HEART OF THE COM M UNITY”  

 
It is nice to see the warm weather more and more and days getting longer.  We are working on a new 
spring and summer menu.  It should be ready for you by the end of April.   
 
We are introducing LUNCH CARDS to the V i l lage Bistro.  Purchase 10 lunches and receive a 
complimentary lunch.  Come in to the Bistro to pick your card up and get all the details.  We also 
have gift certificates available for special occasions. 
 
We are planning a M exican Fiesta night Saturday Apri l  24th 6PM  to 10PM .  There will be a band 
and Todd and Len will be showing photos of their Mexican trip.  We will have a special Mexican 
Menu available (Don’t worry we will make sure there is non spicy food available as well).  Tickets are 
$3.00 single and $5.00 for 2 so grab your partner or friend and pick up tickets.  The last 2 events sold 
out so please get your tickets early and reserve your table. 
 
We have weekly specials for Breakfast and Dinner.  We post them at all the buildings around the 
Downtown Friendship Centre so check them out and give us a try.  We are looking forward to 
providing you with quality food at excellent prices.  If you have a favourite dish let us know and we 
will try and get it on the specials l ist. 
 
We also have the concession at the Friday Bingo so drop by and see Michele for some super snacks 
and homemade soup and freshly made sandwiches. 
 
The V i l lage Bistro wi l l  be closed on Good Friday Apri l  2 and Saturday Apri l  3.  We wi l l  be open 
Easter M onday Apri l  5th. 
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COME WORSHI P WI TH US 
 

I  woul d l i ke t o l et  you know t hat  Li f espr i ng Communi t y Chur ch 

has been i nvi t ed by t he Downt own Fr i endshi p Cent r e t o set  - up 

r oot s i n t he Vi l l age.   At  t hi s poi nt  we woul d l i ke t o l et  you 

know t hat  we,  as a chur ch,  ar e comi ng t o v i s i t  t he Vi l l age and 

pr esent  t hr ee pi l ot  ser vi ces.   The dat es ar e Mar ch 28,  Apr i l  25 

and June 6.  

 

We ar e ver y exci t ed t o be abl e t o come t o t he Vi l l age and be i n 

a communi t y of  peopl e and have t he oppor t uni t y t o ser ve peopl e 

wi t h a ser vi ce and a body of  peopl e who val ue t he t eachi ngs and 

t he ser vi ng hear t  of  Jesus.   We ar e a Chr i st i an Communi t y who 

val ues r el at i onshi ps wi t h God and peopl e t hr ough wor shi p,  

cr eat i v i t y,  communi t y,  i nf or mal i t y ( dr ess down/ non t r adi t i onal  

st y l e of  chur ch)  and r eachi ng out  ( connect i ng) .  

 

Pl ease j oi n us on t hese dat es and vi s i t  and wor shi p wi t h us.  
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DFC’S  SPORTS CLUBS 
 

Pool 
 

You are invited to join us every Tuesday from 1:00pm to 4:00pm to play 
pool. A DFC Membership is required. Also, a Sports Club membership is 
required and it’s $10.00 per year and $2.00 per day for the use of the pool 
table. 

 

Darts 

Come out and play fun Darts on Monday, Wednesday and Saturdays at 
12:15pm. We will start at 12:30. You will need a current DFC membership 
and a Dart Club Membership at $10.00. Each time you play the cost is $2.00  

 

DFC Bingo 

Come to the Centre on Fridays and play Bingo! Nickel bingo starts at 
12:00Noon. Early Bird starts 12:50pm. You can even buy lunch in the 
Auditorium. You will have lots of fun and meet new friends!!  

BINGO PLAYERS 
 

IF YOU BRING A FRIEND TO PLAY BINGO ON THE LAST FRIDAY OF EVERY 
MONTH,  IN SPRIL IT IS APRIL 30TH 

YOU WILL GET 1 FREE 9 CART SHEET 
 

DON’T FORGET EVERY 3RD FRIDAY WE SELL CARDS AT ½ PRICE 
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Hours: 

Monday :         10:00am – 2:00pm  

Tuesday:           9:00am  - 1:00 pm 

Wednesday:     10:00am  – 2:00pm 

Thursday:         10:30am  – 2:00pm 

Friday:               10:30am  -  2:30pm 

We have a great selection of clothing for men and women. 

The bag sale is every day $3.00 per bag with (maximum of 5 items per bag). 
The last Wednesday of each month we will be selling items from $.050 - 
$1.00 

 

NEED A HAIR CUT?? 
 

Sam our European Barber is located on the main floor near the Elevator. 
 
HOURS: 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Saturday 11:00 to 5:00  
Closed on Sundays and Holidays 
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