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THE DOWNTOWN FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
610 8th Ave. SE 

Calgary, AB T2G 0M1 
 

Phone # 403-262-6342 Fax 262-9395 
WWW.downtowncentre.ab.ca 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday to Thursday 8:00 to 4:00pm 
Closed 12:00 – 1:00pm for Lunch 

Friday 8:00 to 4:00pm 
 
 

Phone Number Directory      BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Main Number 403-262-6342      President: Don Thonger 
                                        Past President: Cy Hayes  
Don Fisherman, Executive Director       Ext 223  1st Vice Pres: Katherine Kautz 
Carol Astop: Administrative Assistant  Ext 221  2nd Vice Pres: Alida Rowbotham 

Jenna Koller Program Coordinator        Ext 224     Treasurer: Laurel Adams 
Bistro                                                         Ext 231             Secretary: Monica Bruchall 
Bistro                      Ext 232    
Travel Office                                             Ext 225     
Next to New Shop                                    Ext 227      DIRECTORS 
Front Reception/Security                        Ext  226      
Accounting       Ext 229         
                Joyce Lewis 
                                                                                          Terry Bullick 
                                                                                           Kathie McGann 

     Jim Anderson 
  John Sullivan 

 
 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



 

 

 
 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR and welcome to 2010.  It was quite a hectic year in 2009 and we have a lot of 

activities planned for this year.  As you know, Jenna was brought on staff in 2009 as our new 

Program Coordinator and she has a large list of proposed activities so the Planning Committee will be 

busy. 

 

We had our casino on Dec. 30th and 31st and I was very pleased with the response I received when I 

put the call out for volunteers.  I wasn’t sure how the response would be as our second day was New 

Year’s Eve but everyone I called pitched in and did their shifts.  New Year’s Eve turned out to be a 

very busy evening at the casino and it was quite a fun experience for the volunteers.  I don’t know 

how much money we will receive but it will all go towards programs and operating expenses to 

supplement our other funding (there’s never enough!)  A big thank you goes out to all of the 

volunteers who did one and, in some cases, two shifts to help support DFC. 

 

The 2009 Annual Campaign in now over and I met my $10,000.00 goal for the year.  I want to thank 

all of the people and businesses who donated cash and gifts in kind.  Every donor received a tax 

receipt for their donation.  The next campaign will kick off in April or May and I hope the donor 

response will be as good.  These funds are extremely important to my fund raising efforts as we won’t 

get another casino until later 2011 and other sources of funding are being cut back.  Please support 

your Centre in the next capital campaign. 

 

I’m really looking forward to 2010 as there will be a lot of new things happening here.  Jenna is busy 

with activities like boot camps and other new health benefit programs, John Sullivan is putting 

together new fund raising activities, such as 50/50 raffles and in-house special events and Carol is 

working hard on the membership.  I’m looking forward to seeing you all at The Centre. 

 
Regards as always, 
 

Don        
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

TRAVEL NEWS 
NEXT CASINO TRIP 

Tuesday January 19th 
DEERFOOT INN & CASINO 

Bus # 1 Leaving DFC- 9:30 a.m. Returning at 2:00 p.m. SHARP 
Bus # 2 Leaving DFC- 10:30 a.m. Returning at 3:00 p.m. SHARP 
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Spac e is limited . Please reserve your sea t with Jenna  a t 

the Downtown Friendship  Centre  
(403) 262-6342 ext. 224 

 
 

***Please note as of January 1, 2010 DFC members 
will pay $1.00 and Non Members will pay $10.00 for  

Casino Trips*** 



 

 

  CARDS CLUB   
 

When: Every Saturday 
Where: D.F.C. LIBRARY 
Time: 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Cost: $2.00 
 

Please see Jenna in the Office for more information or call 
(403) 262-6342 ext. 224 

 
 
 

Next to New Clothing Shop- M onthly Sale (January 
27/10)  

The last Wednesday of Every Month 
**Everything is $0.50- $1.00** 

 
 

       
 

 



 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE FUND RAISING CHAIRMAN 
 
The Downtown Friendship Centre will be hosting a Marathon Bingo and Fashion Show with  an Auction of Mode
Clothes 
 
DATE: Saturday February 27,2010 
 
Time: 12:00noon until 8:00pm 
 
Pre Loved Fashion Show and Auction of Models Clothes 
 
Date: March 27, 2010 
 
Time: 1:00 to 4:00pm 
 
Refreshments 
 
Cost: $3.00 
 
Please Invite your family and friends to these wonderful events 
 
Watch your February Newsletter for more Information 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

VOLUNTEER AWARENESS 
 

By volunteering at the Downtown Friendship Centre you are helping the Centre and you meet new 
friends. 
Please Help 
In House Bingo is held every Friday 
5 Star bingo is held the 2nd Thursday of each month. 
 
We will be needing models for our Fashion show 
If you are interested in volunteering please see John in the DFC Office. You can also call him at 403-
262-6342 
 
Hope to hear from you soon. 
 
Happy New Year 
John Sullivan, Chairman of Fund Raising 
 



 

 

 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff, we extend a Big Welcome to new members who 
have joined DFC since November 1, 2009. 
 
 
Tran Cao  Lawrence Oshanek 
Glenn Clark  Ellie Palm 
Don Craig  Aileen Palmer 
Richard Horsman  Wayne Roe 
Beverly Johnson  Dennis Seever 
Duane Larue  George Serduk 
Jo-anne Marley  John Soper 
Harold Masonchuck  D'Arcy Thompson 
Ian Michael McCutcheon  Rick Turnbull 
     

 
ATTENTION MEMBERS: 

 
If any of you know of a member that is ill or in the hospital please notify the 
office at 403-262-6342. DFC would like to acknowledge them with a card or 
a phone call. Thank You 
At this time we would like to say a Big Get Well to Michele Rishaug who is 
in the Foothills Hospital. 
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Respectfully Submitted In Friendship 
 
 
Car ol  Ast op 
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% Smar t spending: Politicians will almost always disagree on how much to spend and where.  That said, I 
think we can all agree that spending $200 million subsidizing horse racing, $7 million sponsoring a train 
for members of the business and government elite during the Olympics and $1.7 million subsidizing golf 
courses is wasteful.  In the rare cases where such spending might make sense, the government should 
provide a full cost-benefit analysis of their spending decisions. 

% Restor ing the Legislature: Debate in the legislature has deteriorated noticeably.  I’m not only talking 
about Question Period, but the actual substance of debate on bills.  I’ve noticed this trend as government 
ministers claim that controversial decisions that should have had more public input (most notably the 
healthcare reorganization and the move to allow parents to take their children’s teachers in front of 
Human Rights Commissions) did not need debate in the Legislature because government MLAs had 
already discussed, debated and voted on the measures behind the closed doors of their caucus meetings.  
I think we can all agree that this seems wrong – the proper place for open, honest debate is the 
Legislature and not a closed-door government caucus meeting. 
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION FOR ALDERMAN DRUH FARRELL 

Protection of Calgary’s Heritage 

Once considered dismissive of our historic resources, the City of Calgary has made huge 
strides in the protection of Calgary’s heritage over the past year with a 47% increase in 
heritage designations. 
 
The ten sites designated in 2009 include some excellent examples of adaptive re-use with 
buildings like the Simmons Factory Warehouse (1912), the Nellie McClung House (1907), and 
the Customs House (1916). The Simmons Factory Warehouse produced beds for the Canadian 
military in World War II and is now headquarters for the East Village redevelopment. Nellie 
McClung is best known for garnering the right for women to serve in the Canadian Senate and 
her house now provides character office space. The Customs House, significant for its role as 
the federal government’s customs office in Calgary from1916 to1979, is home to a leading 
architectural firm and Cantos Music Foundation. 
 
In addition to the significant increase in municipal designations, with 550 historic sites on its 
evaluated heritage inventory, Calgary is now considered a national leader in heritage 
landscapes.  The recent restoration of Reader Rock Garden, Central Memorial Park, and the 
Vacant Lots Garden Club community garden in Bridgeland is garnering the interest of heritage 
groups across the country.   
 
Calgary’s future historic treasures are continually being created.  A date of 25 years prior to 
the present date can be used to determine a site©s eligibility for inclusion on The City of 
Calgary©s Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources. Proposed sites undergo a thorough 
evaluation with a system that came into effect in June 2008. The role of community members 
has been critical in identifying these sites, adding value and meaning to the process. 
 
For more information on the evaluation process and community heritage initiatives at The City 
of Calgary please visit: www.calgary.ca/heritage. 

Druh Farrell 

Bill Biccum  
Executive Assistant, to Alderman Druh Farrell, Ward 7 
Office of the Alderman 
P.O. Box 2100, Stn. M 
Calgary, Alberta, T2P 2M5 
403-268-1796 
Ward07@calgary.ca  
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I’m a believer in New Years resolutions.. Sure, we ignore many of our resolutions almost as soon as 
they are made. Others, such as losing weight, we have to repeat each year. Still others, like quitting 
smoking often takes several tries before we succeed. However, resolutions do set some benchmarks 
and give us some goals.  Here are five for the East Village. 
 
I  resolve to volunteer wherever I  can.  Too many residents leave it to someone else to volunteer. 
Virtually everyone can contribute something, Some might be able to help out at our social clubs; 
others can volunteer at the Downtown Friendship Centre, others can write articles or poems for the 
East Village View. The list is endless. Let us all give careful thought to what we can contribute. 
 
I  resolve to be informed about East V i l lage. More so than any other community in Calgary, East 
Village is undergoing enormous changes. Our voice should be heard in formulating these plans. But 
that’s hard to do if we don’t take an interest in what’s going on. Calgary Municipal Land Corporation 
(CMLC) has worked hard to keep us informed with a well-organized web site 
(http:/ / www.calgarymlc.ca/ .), pamphlets and open houses (sadly they’ve not been well attended). 
They also have published a phone number (403-718-0300). They would welcome your feedback.  
 
I  resolve to be patient wi th the inconvenience caused by the construction. This may be the easiest 
resolution to keep. The worst of it is probably behind us. It was difficult to control the pace of  
rebuilding of the sewerage and water system and rerouting  the streets. In the future the pace can be 
managed. However, construction will be a fact of life for at least a decade. Patience and good humor 
are our only antidotes to the inevitable inconvenience.  
 
I  resolve to take responsibi l i ty for my communi ty. Primarily this involves contacting the police 
(403-266-1234) when we see something suspicious. Since the number of complaints are a major factor 
in allocating police resources, contacting them when we see something suspicious is doubly 
important. It is a sacred tenet of police work that those who contact them are always protected. You 
can be sure that there is no risk to you in calling them. There may be other officials whom we should 
contact. For example, is your bus stop blocked with ice and snow? If so call the Calgary Transit at 
403-262-1000. We can hardly expect them to solve these problems if we don’t take the time to call 
them 
  
I  resolve to take pr ide in my community. East Village will soon be one of the most desirable residential 
communities in Calgary, but for now it has a blighted reputation. That is fast becoming an outdated image. Let’s 
take pride in our community. Each of us should think of ourselves as an ambassador in combating these 
negative stereotypes.  
 
This is our community. Only we can ensure that it reaches its full potential. If we are apathetic, if we fail to take 
individual responsibility for eradicating East Village’s problems, we are condemned to live in a crime infested, 
down at he heels community. But if we take pride in our community and accept individual responsibility to do 
what we can, our combined effort will produce a new East Village that will delight its residents and confound its 
detractors. The choice is ours. 
 
Ned Shi l l i ngt on,  
Chair, East Village Action Committee. 
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DFC’S  SPORTS CLUBS 

 
Pool 

 
You are invited to join us every Tuesday from 1:00pm to 4:00pm to play 
pool. A DFC Membership is required. Also, our Sports Club membership is 
$10.00 per year and $2.00 per day for the use of the pool table. 

 

Darts 

Come out and play fun Darts on Wednesdays and Saturdays at 12:15pm. 
We will start at 12:30. You will need a current DFC membership and a Dart 
Club Membership at $5.00 every 4 months. Each time you play the cost is 
$2.00  

 

DFC Bingo 

Come to the Centre on Fridays and play Bingo! Nickel bingo starts at 
12:00Noon. Early Bird starts 12:50pm. You can even buy lunch in the 
Auditorium. You will have lots of fun and meet new friends!! The 3rd Friday 
of each month, Bingo Cards are ½ price.  See You there!!! 

 

 



 

 

 

   Next to New       

Hours: 

Monday : Closed 

Tuesday:            9:00am  - 1:00 pm 

Wednesday:      10:00am  – 2:00pm 

Thursday:          10:30am  – 2:00pm 

Friday:                10:30am  -  2:30pm 

We have a great selection of clothing for men and women. 

The bag sale is every day $3.00 per bag with (maximum of 5 items per bag) 

NEED A HAIR CUT?? 
 

Sam our European Barber is located on the main floor near the Elevator. 
HOURS: 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Saturday 11:00 to 5:00  
Closed on Sundays and Holidays 

HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO THOSE MEMBERS  

CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAY IN JANUARY 

Marguerite Erickson   Marie Arnold   Charles Abbott 

Diana Campbell   Sylvia Jelly   Catherine Wirth 

Howard Mutch   Eleanor Harrington   Richard Horsman 

Ursula Brown   Darlene Olsen   Roy Otter 

Bill Appleton   Marie Anderson   Robert Kelly 

Ken Oelsen   Arthur Bartz   Carmen Colgan 

William Brandon   Christine Harris   Don Thonger 

A lida Rowbotham   Wayne Roe   A ileen Palmer 

Dean Burton   Dave Rooney   Irma Leffever 

            Helen Tortorelli 

              

 



 

 

 
What’s happening at the V i l lage Bistro 

 
Happy New Year!  We would like to thank all our customers for your 
support and friendship last year.  We have NEW Hours: 
 
Monday         9am to 4pm   (These hours are new) 
Tuesday         9am to 4pm 
Wednesday   9am to 4pm 
Thursday       9am to 4pm 
Friday             9am to 4pm   (We are no longer open to 9pm) 
Saturday       11am to 4pm 
 
WE WILL BE CLOSED ON M ONDAY JANUARY 18TH DUE TO WORK 
BEING DONE ON THE KITCHEN EXHAUST SYSTEM . 
In the future we will be planning theme nights, dinner theatre, mystery 
dinner and special occasion nights. 
We are planning a Valentines Dinner for Friday February 12.  There will be 
music and a special dinner.  Book your reservations early as seating will be 
limited.  Dinner w ill be at 630 pm and music starting at 730pm. 
March 17 is St Paddy’s day 5pm to 9pm   Irish Stew Green Beer and Music! 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
 

Alberta Locker Services 
Alsco Uniform & Linen Services 

Calgary Co-op 
Calgary Italian Bakery 
Calgary Public Library 
Calgary Sketch Club 

Canada Safeway Limited 
Coca Cola Bottling Co. 

Costco 
Denny’s Restaurant 

Elbow River Inn Casino 
Heninger Toyota 

Humpty’s Restaurants International Inc. 
M & M Meat Shops 
Purdy’s Chocolates 

Sunnyside Home and Garden 
Tim Hortons 

RGO Office Products 
Spulombo’s Fine Foods and Deli 

UPS 
Xentel D.M. Inc. 

Patty -Luke Fraternal Society 
Backfoot Truck Stop Restaurant 

M Pak Plastics 
Village Bistro and Lounge 

Royal Canadian Legion # 1 Branch 
Dundee Properties 

Colors by Battistella 
CMLC 

 
The Board of Directors of the Downtown Friendship Centre, members and 
Staff are grateful for the support from these organizations, as they help us 
to provide programs throughout the year. 
 



 

 

FRIENDS OF THE DOWNTOWN FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
2009 Annual Campaign       
Last Name  First Name        
Hadley Fay Dart Club      
Cooper David  Bob Booth    
Miniajlo Helen  Betty Percy    
Ladner Helene  Bob Dennison    
Belanger Shawn  Annie Allen    
Leffever Irma  Ed Croy     
Sullivan John  Elie Harrington    
Cooper David  Frank Booth    
Bower Rita  Frank Jones    
Astop Carol  Fred Gowan    
Katherine Kautz  Helen Miniajlo    
Croy Ed  Henry Quistberg    
Shillington Sonia & Ned  Jack Holmes    
Rawji Riaz   Jean Morrison    
White  Dora  Joyce Sanford    
Musak Stella  Lori Hunter (Shadow)    
Astop Carol  Monica Bruchall    
Rowbotham Alida  Myrna Booth    
Taylor Edna  Ron Duchak    
Rowbotham Alida Bower  Rita     
Kautz Katherine Rowbotham Alida     
Annis B.J. Clements Larry     
Kanji Abdul Hooper Margaret     
Redwood Josephine Allan Annie     
Bruchall Monica Campbell Margaret     
Astop Carol Croy Ed     
Anderson Jim Musak Stella     
Sullivan John White Dora     
McDougall Alan Campbell Gloria     
Bruchall Monica Dundas Diane     
Clements Larry Astop Carol     
Lockrem Larry & Sheila Ladner Helene     
Thonger Don Sullivan John     
Sullivan John Fisherman Don     
Astop Carol Hunter Lori     
Christianson Tom & Elizabeth Jaeger Alice     
Rowbotham Alida Lewis Joyce     
Anonymous  Livingston Mary     
Ward Wilma Clarke Donald     
Musak Stella Anonymous In Memory of Isabelle Greene    
Bower Rita Betts Karen In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  
Wardlaw Olive Mathew Paula In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  
Johansen Robert Sullivan John In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  
Ward Gerry Dunne M.J. In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  
Fisherman Don Astop Carol In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  
Roesingser Diane Mc Meekin Dorothy In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  
Bruchall Monica Hunter Lori In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  
Duchak Ron Eshpeter Adelle In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  
White Dora Dora Sewall Joyce In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  
Hartman Wesley Anonymous In Memory of Helen Dunn-Croy  

 


