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THE DOWNTOWN FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
610 8th Ave. SE 

Calgary, AB T2G 0M1 
 

Phone (403) 262-6342   Fax (403)-262-9395 
www.downtowncentre.ab.ca 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday to Friday 8:00 to 4:00pm 
Closed 12:00 – 1:00pm for Lunch  

 
 
 
 
 

PHONE NUMBER 
DIRECTORY   

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORIES  

       
   PRESIDENT: Don Thonger 
     Past: President Cy Hayes 
     1st Vice President: Katherine Kautz 
Don Fisherman, Executive Director  Ext. 223 2nd Vice President Alida Rowbotham 
Carol Astop, Administrative Assistant  Ext. 221 Treasurer Vacant 
Jenna Koller, Program Coordinator Ext. 224 Secretary: Monica Bruchall 
Bistro    Ext. 231   
Bistro    Ext. 232 DIRECTORS  
Travel Office   Ext. 225 Joyce Lewis  
Next to New Shop   Ext. 227 Kathie McGann  
Front Reception/Security  Ext. 226 Jim Anderson  
Connie MacRury, Accountant  Ext. 229 John Sullivan  
     Fred Cockshull  
       

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Good day, everyone.  
 
We have some very important dates to remember as we move closer to Spring.  Please write 
these dates on your calendar as your attendance and participation is required. 
 
The most important date to remember is May 4th.  This is the date of our Annual General 
Meeting and it’s the most important members’ meeting of the year.  Your attendance is required 
so that the Board can present its yearly report and report on our financial position.  As well, it is 
the time of the year that the members elect their new Board of Directors.  The meeting will be at 
10:00 a.m. and there has to be sufficient members present to form a quorum.   
 
Another important date to remember is March 2nd which will be the Special Members’ meeting 
whereby we need the member’s approval to change our financial auditors.  This meeting will not 
be longer than five to ten minutes and, again, we will need sufficient members at the meeting to 
form a quorum.  The change of auditors is important as this will have an impact on our legal 
dispute with the condo association. 
 
The third date to remember is March 4th.  As you know, Calgary Transit is making many 
changes to its bus routes and schedules and all of these changes will directly affect bus service 
in and through East Village.  The East Village Action Committee, our community organizing 
committee, has arranged for Calgary Transit to put on an open house at 1:00 p.m. whereby 
displays will be set up and information will be provided regarding these changes.  As many of 
our members and East Village residents are dependant on transit services, this will be a very 
important meeting to attend.  I want to thank the East Village Action Committee for spear 
heading this open house. 
  
As you wander through The Centre, you will notice some nice upgrades taking place.  The 
Bistro staff have been busy painting and redecorating the upstairs open areas as well as 
redecorating the Bistro itself.  My wife Cathy, along with Ed & Lori (Shadow) in the wood shop 
has taken on the task of reupholstering all of the chairs upstairs.  They are about 1/3 completed 
so this is a work in progress.  We can’t afford new furniture so reupholstering is a good 
alternative.  Once the chairs are done, they will tackle the couches.  Eric, a new renter in the 
building, has started redecorating the hallway leading to the Next To New Shop and he plans to 
have a mural painted on one of the walls.  I finally got rid of that ugly chandelier in the Library (I 
got really tired of banging my head on it) and I installed a ceiling lamp.  I plan to do more lighting 
upgrades as all the pot lamps we have in the building make too many shadows and dark 
spaces.  I’m looking at repainting the auditorium and I am going to open up some more spaces 
in the downstairs lobby area.  This is all taking time but progress is being made.  Please let me 
know if you have any contacts for paint and other decorating material.   
 
One last thing to point out is that our major funder, FCSS (the City of Calgary) now requires a 
new reporting survey to be filled out by our members.  All FCSS funded organizations are 
required to have their participants complete this survey every year and our funding is dependant 
on our members filling it out.  Many of you have filled out this type of survey in the past that 
usually comes out in September or October.  This new survey will be handed out this year until I 
can do it regularly at membership renewal time.  The survey will only take 3 or 4 minutes to 
complete and I will be distributing it through the office. 
As always, feel free to drop in to see me. 
 
Regards, 
Don          



 

 

 

 
 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
 

Alberta Locker Services 
Alsco Uniform & Linen Services 

Calgary Co-op 
Calgary Italian Bakery 
Calgary Public Library 
Calgary Sketch Club 

Canada Safeway Limited 
Coca Cola Bottling Co. 

Costco 
Denny’s Restaurant 

Elbow River Inn Casino 
Heninger Toyota 

Humpty’s Restaurants International Inc. 
M & M Meat Shops 
Purdy’s Chocolates 

Sunnyside Home and Garden 
Tim Hortons 

RGO Office Products 
Spulombo’s Fine Foods and Deli 

UPS 
Xentel D.M. Inc. 

Patty -Luke Fraternal Society 
Backfoot Truck Stop Restaurant 

M Pak Plastics 
Village Bistro and Lounge 

Royal Canadian Legion # 1 Branch 
Dundee Properties 

Colors by Battistella 
CMLC 

The Board of Directors of the Downtown Friendship Centre, 
members and Staff are grateful for the support from these 
organizations, as they help us to provide  
programs throughout the year. 
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Program Coordinator Report- Jenna Koller 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 

TRAVEL NEWS 
NEXT CASINO TRIP 

Thursday, March 25 th  
DEERFOOT INN & CASINO 

Bus # 1 Leaving DFC- 9:30 a.m. Returning at 2:00 p.m. SHARP 
Bus # 2 Leaving DFC- 10:30 a.m. Returning at 3:00 p.m. SHARP 
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Spac e is limited . Please reserve your sea t with 

Jenna  a t the Downtown Friendship  Centre  
(403) 262-6342 ext. 224 

***Please note as of January 1, 2010 DFC 
 members will pay $1.00 and  

Non Members will pay $10.00 for  
Casino Trips*** 

 



 

 

The Vi l lage Bistro 
“ The Heart of  the Communi ty”  

 
We had a sold out Valentine’s Dinner and Show February 12th.  Thanks 
to Col in, Joyce and the gi rls for the excel lent and entertaining Show. 
 
We have a St Paddy’s Day Pig and Whistle happening March 17 with food 
and entertainment.  Joyce Reddy was one of the original members of the 
Pig and Whistle Show. Colin and Joyce will be entertaining us once again.  
Tickets are avai lable at the Bistro $10.00 per person (includes Dinner). 
For those of you who like a wee taste of the green beer that w ill also be 
available. Be sure and buy your 50/50 St Paddy’s Day tickets which wi l l  
be avai lable downstai rs and upstai rs in the Bistro. 
 
Karaoke is back on M arch 5th.  6 to 9 pm.  Come out and party wi th us!! 
 
Check out our Dinner Special during the dinner break during the Marathon 
Bingo.  March 13th. 
 
We welcome you all to The Village Bistro for our Daily Lunch Specials.  Eat 
in or Take out!! 
 
Thanks 
Lorrie Michele Todd and Len 
(403) 262-6342 ext. 231 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

CRIBBAGE   
 

When: Every Saturday 
Where: D.F.C. LIBRARY 

Time: 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Cost: $2.00 

 
 

Please see Jenna in the Office for  
more information or call (403) 262-6342 ext. 224 

 
 

……………………….. 
 
 

Next to New Clothing Shop- Monthly Sale  
 

The last Wednesday of Every Month                     
**Everything is $0.50- $1.00** 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Open House on Calgary's Bus Service 
Downtown Friendship Centre 

M arch 4, 2010; 1:00pm  
 

Do you use Calgary©s bus service? If so you©ll be interested in an open house on the 
bus service hosted by the East Village Action Committee. It©s in the Downtown 
Friendship Centre on March 4, 2010 at 1:00pm.  
 
Asif Kurji, Transit Planner and associates from the Calgary Transit  will be present. They 
will have a presentation on the bus service. Extensive route changes are planned for 
June 1, 2010. Most important they©ll listen to your suggestions and complaints.  
 
There are no speeches or formal proceedings. Calgary Transit will have a visual 
presentation on the route changes. They are also looking forward to meeting you and 
answering any questions you may have about the bus service.   
 
Many of you are vitally interested in proposed route changes In addition there are 
several other related questions you may want to ask them: 

·  Will the bus stops be conveniently located?  
·  Will the shelters be clean and well maintained? 
·  Will the stops be kept free of ice and snow.? 
·  Will the buses, the bus stops and the drivers accommodate those with a mobility 

impairment? 
·  Do the routes changes reflect the needs of the residents of East Village? 

 
One could go on and on. No doubt you have you own list of comments and suggestions 
for improving the bus service. This is your opportunity to discuss this vital service with 
those who make the decisions. There is a need to improve the bus service  and this is 
our opportunity to make the case. Let©s take full advantage of it. 
 
The Board of EVAC looks forward to seeing you there. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE FUND RAISING CHAIRMAN 

FUND RAISING REPORT TO THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
FEBRUARY 25, 2010 

 
The Valentine 50/50 Raf f le brought in $257.50 for the Centre 
 
1. On Saturday M arch 13th we wi l l  be having a M arathon Bingo in the 

Audi torium . This wi l l  take place f rom 12:00noon unti l  8:00pm 
 
2. Saturday M arch 27th we wi l l  be having a Pre Loved Fashion Show 

and Auction. Seniors Performing Arts Canada wi l l  be entertaining. 
The cost wi l l  be $3.00 per person and ref reshments wi l l  be served. 
Please come out and support the Fashion Show. 

 
 
3. On M onday M arch 29 we wi l l  start our Spring 50/50 Raf f le. The 

draw wi l l  be held on Friday June 4th. The tickets wi l l  cost $2.00 each 
and only 5,000.00 tickets wi l l  be printed. The prize wi l l  be 
$5,000.00. 

 
Other Activi ties we are work ing on are: 

 
1. Sel l ing Coupon Books wi th Subway Restaurants 
 
2. TV Telethon wi th Channel  10 

 
We also have a 50/50 for our 60th Anniversary. Tickets wi l l  be $1.00 each. 
The prize wi l l  be $2,500.00 
 
Respectful ly submi tted 
 
John Sul l ivan 
Fund Raising Chai rman 



 

 

THE DOWNTOWN FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
610 8TH AVENUE SOUTH EAST 

CALGARY, ALBERTA 
403-262-6342 

 

 
 

IS HAVING IT’S  
 

1STMARATHON 
 

BINGO 
 

PLACE: DFC AUDITORIUM 
 
DATE: SATURDAY MARCH 13, 2010 
 
TIME: 12:00PM NOON  
 
THERE WILL BE 50 GAMES PLAYED  
 
9 CARDS FOR $35.00 
 
6 CARDS FOR $29.00 
 
TICKETS ON SALE IN THE  OFFICE STARTING WEDNESDAY FEB. 16, 2010 
 

CONCESSION WILL BE OPENED 
 

THE BISTRO WILL BE HAVING A DINNER SPECIAL 
 
EARLY BIRD SHADED TRIANGLE $1.00 PER SHEET   
1ST AND  2ND BONANZA $.50 PER CARD 
 
OTHER        DOOR 
 
FUN GAMES       PRIZES 



 

 

 
The Downtown Friendship Centre 

610 8th Ave. SE 
Calgary, AB 403-262-6342 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff, we extend a Big Welcome to 
new members who have joined DFC  in February, 2010 
Pricilla Boutiller    Lydia Siapno 
Edmee Comstock    Ned Shillington 
Betty Judson    Jennifer Shaw 
Kenn Morrison    Roger Johnston 
Mary Anne Ullman    James Hudson 

 Chelsey Schlamp    Dennis Fryklund 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Your 2010 Memberships are now due at a cost of $15.00 
per year. Please come into the office during office hours to purchase yours. 

 
We had a FREE draw of a cordless phone donated by the Bistro Staff. The 
winner was Ted Materi and 2nd prize was Bill Appleton who won a certificate 
from Spulombo’s Restaurant. 

 
ATTENTION MEMBERS: 

 
If any of you know of a member that is ill or in the hospital please notify the office 
at 403-262-6342. DFC would like to acknowledge them with a card or a phone call.  
At this time we would like to say a Big Get Well to Michele Rishaug who is in the 
Foothills Hospital. 

 
Anyone wanting to go grocery shopping please see the time and dates below. 
The Bus is FREE. The Forest Lawn Coop bus is every Tuesday and leaves in front 
of King Tower on 6th Street and 9th Ave. between 10:15am and 10:30am 

 
The North Hill Safeway bus is every Friday and leaves in front of DFC on  
610 8th Ave. SE and leaves between 9:15 and 9:30am 

 
Outreach News 

Do you require assistance from an Outreach Worker? If so please call  
Calgary Family Services at (403) 705-0593 to make an appointment 

 
 
 

Carol Astop 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Gotta Love this one! 
 

This is dedicated to all of us who are Seniors, or to all of you who know 
Seniors, and to all of you who will become Seniors.  
  

"WHERE is my SUNDAY paper?!" The irate customer calling the newspaper 
office, loudly demanded to know where her Sunday edition was. 
 
"Madam", said the newspaper employee, "today is Saturday. The Sunday 
paper is not delivered until tomorrow, on SUNDAY". 
 
There was quite a long pause on the other end of the phone, followed by a ray 
of recognition as she was heard to mutter,  
"Well, darn, so that©s why no one was at church today." 
  

Car ol  

 

BINGO PLAYERS 
**IF YOU BRING A FRIEND TO PLAY BINGO ON  

THE LAST FRIDAY OF EVERY M ONTH ,  
IN M ARCH IT IS THE 25TH  

YOU WILL GET 1 FREE 9 CARD SHEET** 
*DON’T FORGET* EVERY 3RD FRIDAY  

WE SELL CARDS AT  ½ PRICE  
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On February 4th, the Legislature resumed sitting.  It began with the government’s Speech from 
the Throne, read by Alberta’s Lieutenant Governor General, Norman Kwong.  The Hon. Mr 
Kwong’s term is due to expire in the coming weeks, and he is likely to retire.  I would like to use 
this month’s column to reflect on a truly remarkable Albertan, and to thank him for five years of 
service to our province. 
 
I had my first encounter with the so-called “China Clipper”  in 1977.  I was a seven-year-old 
playing hockey for the Varsity Warriors.  On a chilly October evening, we were playing a game 
on the outdoor rink in Varsity.  Mr. Kwong’s son played on the rival team from Triwood.  His 
son’s name was Randy, and man could that kid skate. 
 
After the game, I asked my dad who the really fast skater on the Triwood team was, and he told 
me.  After we talked about how great a skater Randy was (he later received a hockey scholarship 
to Harvard), my dad if I saw the small, spectacled man watching from the corner.  I did, and my 
dad then told me the story of the China Clipper. It was the story of how a slightly built man 
played for the Edmonton Eskimos and dominated the Canadian Football League with his passion 
and simple love of the game. 
 
Mr Kwong was more than a football player: he ran successful dry cleaning and real estate 
companies, held numerous other positions (including president of the Calgary Stampeders) and 
was a staple of Calgary’s volunteer community. 
 
Most impressive though, is that over the next 7 or 8 years that I played against the hon. Mr. 
Kwong’s  son, I cannot remember a single game that he missed.  He was always there, standing 
in the corner, quietly overlooking the game’s preceedings.  Truly, the Lieutenant Governor is a 
great man, and again I would like to thank the hon. Mr. and Mrs. Kwong for their service to the 
Alberta people. They will be missed. 
 
While the Legislature is sitting I am in Edmonton for four days a week.  Most weeks, I will be 
back in Calgary and available to meet with you on Fridays.  My constituency office will remain 
open 5 days a week between 9:00am and 4:00pm.  If you have any concerns about provincial 
issues or need assistance accessing programs or services, please get in touch!  You can visit my 
website, which is updated daily with my activities in the Legislature, at www.kenthehrmla.com.  
You can also follow me on twitter at www.twitter.com/kenthehr, email me at 
calgary.buffalo@assembly.ab.ca or phone my office at (403) 244-7737. 
 



 

 

Protection of Calgary’s Heritage 

 

Once considered dismissive of our historic resources, the City of Calgary has made 
huge strides in the protection of Calgary’s heritage over the past year with a 47% 
increase in heritage designations. 
 
The ten sites designated in 2009 include some excellent examples of adaptive re-use 
with buildings like the Simmons Factory Warehouse (1912), the Nellie McClung House 
(1907), and the Customs House (1916). The Simmons Factory Warehouse produced 
beds for the Canadian military in World War II and is now headquarters for the East 
Village redevelopment. Nellie McClung is best known for garnering the right for women 
to serve in the Canadian Senate and her house now provides character office space. 
The Customs House, significant for its role as the federal government’s customs office 
in Calgary from1916 to1979, is home to a leading architectural firm and Cantos Music 
Foundation. 
 
In addition to the significant increase in municipal designations, with 550 historic sites 
on its evaluated heritage inventory, Calgary is now considered a national leader in 
heritage landscapes.  The recent restoration of Reader Rock Garden, Central Memorial 
Park, and the Vacant Lots Garden Club community garden in Bridgeland is garnering 
the interest of heritage groups across the country.   
 
Calgary’s future historic treasures are continually being created.  A date of 25 years 
prior to the present date can be used to determine a site©s eligibility for inclusion on The 
City of Calgary©s Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources. Proposed sites undergo a 
thorough evaluation with a system that came into effect in June 2008. The role of 
community members has been critical in identifying these sites, adding value and 
meaning to the process. 
 
For more information on the evaluation process and community heritage initiatives at 
The City of Calgary please visit: www.calgary.ca/heritage. 

Druh Farrell 

Bill Biccum  
Executive Assistant, to Alderman Druh Farrell, Ward 7 
Office of the Alderman 
P.O. Box 2100, Stn. M 
Calgary, Alberta, T2P 2M5 
403-268-1796 
Ward07@calgary.ca  
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DFC’S  SPORTS CLUBS 
 

Pool 
 

You are invited to join us every Tuesday from 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
to play pool. A DFC Membership is required. Also, a Sports Club 
membership is required and it’s $10.00 per year and $2.00 per 
day for the use of the pool table. 

 

Darts 

Come out and play fun Darts on Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturdays at 12:15pm. We will start at 12:30. You will need a 
current DFC membership and a Dart Club Membership at $10.00. 
Each time you play the cost is $2.00  

 

DFC Bingo 

Come to the Centre on Fridays and play Bingo! Nickel bingo 
starts at 12:00Noon. Early Bird starts 12:50pm. You can even 
buy lunch in the Auditorium. You will have lots of fun and meet 
new friends!! The 3rd Friday of each month, Bingo Cards are ½ 
price.  Bring a friend on the last Friday of every month and 
receive a free 9 card sheet. See You there!!! 
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Hours: 

Monday :         10:00am – 2:00pm  

Tuesday:           9:00am  - 1:00 pm 

Wednesday:     10:00am  – 2:00pm 

Thursday:         10:30am  – 2:00pm 

Friday:               10:30am  -  2:30pm 

We have a great selection of clothing for men and women. 

The bag sale is every day $3.00 per bag with (maximum of 5 items per bag). 
The last Wednesday of each month we will be selling items from $.050 - 
$1.00 

NEED A HAIR CUT?? 
 

Sam our European Barber is located on the main floor near the Elevator. 
 
HOURS: 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Saturday 11:00 to 5:00  
Closed on Sundays and Holidays 

HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAY WISHES TO THOSE MEMBERS  

CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAY IN MARCH     

Alan McDougall Colin Griffin Helen Hoey Martha Fingas 
Alice Jaegar Craig Langford Jean Morrison Mary Ryan 
Anne McMath Dough Tucker Jenna Koller Richard White 
Barney Toye Elgin Street  Joe Elie Robert Kempton 
Bill Ellerman Garnett Lewis Kim Brown Sheila Lockrem 
Buzz Gresl Gerry Dicaire Lawrence Oshanek Tony Carbone 
Carol Webster Gregory Lang Leona (Lee) Christianson Wilma Ward 
Charles Nolin Harold Masonchuck Lorrie Murphy  

 



 

 

 
What’s Happening at The Village Bistro 

 
We would like to thank all our customers for your support 
and friendship last year. 

 
   We have NEW HOURS: 

 
Monday         9am to 4pm   (These hours are new) 
Tuesday         9am to 4pm 
Wednesday   9am to 4pm 
Thursday       9am to 4pm 
Friday           9am to 4pm 
(We are no longer open till 9:00) 
Saturday       11am to 5pm 

 
In the future we will be planning theme nights, dinner theatre, 

mystery dinner and special occasion nights. 
 
 

March 17 is St Paddy’s day 5pm to 9pm   Irish stew 
Green Beer and Music! 

Come down and visit us. We promise you’ll have an 
enjoyable time. The Food is great and the price is right 

See Ya soon! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Do you ride the bus? 
Do you want to know about the changes to bus 

routes? 
Do you have a question(s) for Calgary Transit? 
You are invited to attend a Calgary Transit 
Information Meeting to learn about Inner City 
Transit changes. 
DATE:  Thursday, March 04, 2010 
TIME:  1:00 pm 
LOCATION: Downtown Friendship Centre –      

Auditorium 
ADDRESS: 610 – 8th Avenue S.E.  

Light  refreshments wi l l  be served 

   East Village Action Committee 
 

 


