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610 8th Ave. SE 

Calgary, AB T2G 0M1 
 

Phone (403) 262-6342   Fax (403)-262-9395 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Friday 8:00 to 4:00pm 

Closed 12:00pm – 1:00pm for Lunch  
 
 

 
PHONE NUMBER 
DIRECTORY   BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
       
   PRESIDENT: Don Thonger 
     Past: President Cy Hayes 
     1st Vice President: Ben Bischke 
Don Fisherman, Executive Director  Ext. 223 2nd Vice President Alida Rowbotham 
Carol Astop, Administrative Assistant  Ext. 221 Treasurer Todd Wood 
Jenna Koller, Program Coordinator Ext. 224 Secretary: Monica Bruchall 
Bistro    Ext. 236   
Bistro    Ext. 232 DIRECTORS  
Next to New Shop   Ext. 227 Joyce Lewis  Condo Committee Representative 
Front Reception/Security   Ext. 226 MaryAnne Ullman  Chair Decorating Committee 
Connie MacRury, Accountant  Ext. 229 Jim Anderson  Chair Condo Committee Representative 
   John Sullivan  Chair Fundraising/5 Star Bingo 
     Fred Cockshull  Chair Membership Committee 
     Jean Woodhouse  Co-Chair of Fundraising Committee 
     Ed Croy  Chair In-House Bingo 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 

 
 FANTASTIC, INCREDIBLE, SUPER, UNBELIEVABLE... all words heard following the Mayoralty 
Forum your club hosted on Saturday August 21. A ll of the candidates for Mayor attended at our facility 
to participate in what the Board hopes will become an annual event. 
  
We showcased the abil ity to offer a first class and very professional function and with the support of 
your board, members and staff the club is now set to move in a whole new direction. The candidates 
commented that of the five forums they have attended, the one we presented was absolutely the most 
professional and significant. Over 200 people attended and Shaw Cablevision broadcast the 
proceedings, which will be shown several times over the Labor Day weekend and throughout the 
campaign which culminates with the election on October 18. 
  
The next Mayor of our city was on our stage and definitely knows where to find us. I have no idea 
whether or not this was a first for the club but it certainly is a deviation from past experience since I 
have been involved. A lderman Farrell w ill be hosting a Meet and Greet at the club, which will be 
advertised and which you are all invited to attend. Five of the Mayoralty candidates were asking for 
information as to how they too could host an event at the club. 
  
I have offered each of the candidates an opportunity to conduct a Town Hall meeting at the Golden Age 
Club with their council and possibly our MLA once the election is over. I am confident we will be able 
to get the support of Shaw Cablevision once again to televise the event for us.  
  
The club tried very hard to get a polling station, but was told that the request must be made a year in 
advance of the election. We raised this issue with the candidates and as a result there are several offers 
that have been made to ensure you and our East Village neighbours will be able to get to City Hall to 
vote. It w ill likely be by shuttle bus or there may be an early voting ballot opportunity. We will wait to 
see what they can come up with. 
  
We hope you like the new look as you enter the club We are planning to serve refreshments in the main 
lobby and hope you will come and relax there and enjoy the bright environment. We have moved the 
old couches and want the club to feel more friendly when you enter. 
  
Once again we are working toward changes that I feel are positive for the club, which will include new 
policies and re-enforcement of existing policies. Elsewhere in this Newsletter you will see an article 
about fragrances which I would ask you to read and pay particular attention to enforcing.  

Don Thonger 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 

Where has the summer gone?  It’s now the end of August and three quarters of the year has now gone.  
Time flies when you’re having fun and we are starting to wind down the current program year.  Jenna 
has been working on new programs beginning in September and we hope to introduce some new and 
exciting events for you. 
 

A new problem is beginning to surface at The Club that I need everybody’s help to fix.  More and more 
agencies and businesses are becoming fragrance reduced or fragrance free zones because of health 
reasons.  I’ve recently been informed that there are people at The Club who are very allergic to strong 
fragrances.  This has never been a concern here, as far as I know, so I’m trying to come up w ith a 
solution that will not only encourage a healthy environment but, at the same time, not offend anyone for 
the fragrances they wear.  The Club has an obligation to provide a healthy work environment so, as a 
start, I’m asking everyone to limit the amount of fragrance they wear and to avoid strong fragrances 
altogether.  We will be putting up posters in the building asking for everyone’s cooperation and I want 
to thank you in advance for helping me fix this problem.  I’m in the final stages of a project that I have 
been working on for over a year that will greatly improve the air circulation through out the building 
but until the project is finished, I need your help by reducing the amount of fragrances that are in the 
air. 
 

I’ve been working on a couple of community partnerships over the summer and I hope to see a couple 
of agencies return to The Club to run some of their programs and socialize with our members.  The 
A lzheimer Society’s Club 36 used to come to The Club and have expressed an interest in returning.  I’ve 
also been talking to The Calgary A lternative Day Options Program who used to rent space from us on 
the second floor.  It w ill be good to have these people back within our walls. 
 

One area that we badly need help with is our monthly 5 Star Bingo.  I know I sound like a broken record 
but the number of volunteers has dropped significantly and we need a minimum of 14 volunteers for 
each event.  We only do one bingo a month and, although we don’t make as much money as we used to, 
the money we get helps to keep the costs of programs and services at a reasonable rate.  John Sullivan, 
our 5 Star chairman, has been served with a notice that we may lose our bingos as we are constantly 
short of volunteers.  Please see John and help The Club raise some badly needed funds.  We will also be 
doing a casino sometime in 2011. 
 

Still on fundraising, the 2010 annual campaign is winding down.  I’m still a bit short of my $15,000.00 
goal so if you haven’t yet sent in a financial donation, you still have some time.  Income tax receipts are 
issued for donations and your name will appear in our newsletter, web site and year end report as a 
donor and supporter of The Golden Age Club. 
 

By now you will have noticed that the canopy over our front door has been removed.  I’m having our 
new name and possibly our new logo printed and I hope to have the new canopy up soon.  A lso, I’m 
looking for a volunteer to install a new sound system in the downstairs foyer.  We received a donation 
of an amplifier, CD and speakers and I’m looking for someone to install the system and hang the 
speakers.  Please let me know if you can help me with this project. 
 
As always, feel free to drop in to see me. 
 
Don
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May 25, 2010 
 

Dear GAC Member and Supporter, 
 
As you have probably heard, many times, � � � � � � �� � � � 
 � � � � �� �� � � � � � �� � � � 
 � � � � �� �� � � � � � �� � � � 
 � � � � �� �� � � � � � �� � � � 
 � � � � �� �  is facing serious financial 
hardship.  With a declining membership, fewer volunteers to fund raise fewer opportunities in 
the community to raise money and no increase in funding from the City of Calgary (FCSS), I am 
once again forced to turn to the membership for help.  The Golden Age Club, like many other 
seniors’ organizations, is having trouble paying its bills so I am appealing to you for a financial 
donation. 
 
Over the past year the Board of The Club has looked at many ways to reduce our rising 
operating costs.  What with the increases in power, gas, water, light, security, food for events, 
etc, etc, etc, (not to mention our ever growing condo fees and expenses), The Centre operates at 
a loss some months.  Fund raising dollars to cover operating costs are practically non existent 
so we have to raise extra money internally.  Therefore, I am forced to come to the membership to 
ask for a financial donation to help offset our operating costs. 
 

All donations of $20.00 or more will receive a charity receipt so that you can deduct the donation 
on your income tax.  Donations can be made by cash or cheque (sorry, we can’t accept Visa or 
MasterCard).  I urge you to support The Golden Age Club by filling out and returning the 
attached donation form to the office.  Should you have any questions about our financial status, 
please feel free to stop in to see me.  Thank you, everyone, for your understanding and donation.  
Our goal this year is $15,000.00. 
 

Regards, 
Don Fisherman 
 
Executive Director 
 
YES!!!  I want to help keep The Golden Age Club open by offering the following financial donation: (please check 
one) 
 
$100.00 _____        $75.00 _____         $50.00 _____       $25.00 _____        Other _____ 
 
Paid by: Cash _____  Cheque _____  
 
Name: ________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________  

City _____________ Postal Code __________ 

   Thank You!! 



 6 

 
 
�  
�  

� � � � � � 
 � � �� � �� 	 � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � 	 �
 � � �� � � � � � 
 � � �� � �� 	 � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � 	 �
 � � �� � � � � � 
 � � �� � �� 	 � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � 	 �
 � � �� � � � � � 
 � � �� � �� 	 � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � 	 �
 � � �

� � � 
� � � 
� � � 
� � � 
 ����
�  
� � � �� � ��� � �� � �� � � �� � � � � � � � � �� !�  � �" #�� � � ��  $� �$� !%�� � � � !� � � �%�� � �  #� � �&� � � %'�

� � !$�( � � �� !��#� &� �#� �� � �) �� � ) ) � !#�#� � �� � �� � � �
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Blackfoot Truck Stop Restaurant 
  
Calgary Mountainview Lions Club  
 
Canada Safeway Limited 
 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
  
Costco Wholesale 
  
Denny’s – MacLeod Trail South 
 
Freehold Resources Ltd. 
  
Heninger Toyota 
  
Italian Bakery 
  
Kiwanis Club of Calgary Foothills  
 
Ladies Aux. Fraternal Order Of Eagles  
 
Maclin Ford 
 
M & M Meat Shops 
 
M Pak Plastics Inc. 
 
Paddy Luke Society  
 
Premier Packaging 
 
Spolumbos Fine Foods 
 
United Parcel Service 
 
United Way Of Calgary and Area (Donor Designated) 
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Alida Rowbotham          Jim Lockyear                          Marlene McTighe    
                               
Anonymous Donor        John Sullivan                           Greg Goudie 
                     
Arta Sangster                Joyce Lewis                            Jean Morrison 
                        
Ben Bischke                  Kathie McGann                        Anita Masters 
                              
Beth Dallman                Larry & Sheila Lockrem            Annie Allan 
  
Carol Astop                   Marti Skrapec                          Joyce Sanford 
  
Charles Cooper             Mavis Christie                          Linda McIver 
  
C.J. MacRury                 Monica Bruchall                       Ellie Harrington 
  
Darrel Koller                   Patricia Archibald                    Lori Hunter 
  
Diane Dundas                Svava Hansen                         Len Hofer 
  
Don Thonger                  Todd Wood                             Frank Booth 
  
Dora White                     William Eisnor                        GAC Dart Club in memory of 
                                                                                       Helen Miniajlo , Bob Sanford  
Ed Croy                          Dorothy McMeekin                  and Alan Eby 
  
Edna Taylor                   Maximum Shaw                       Gary Freeman 
  
Eric Fairlie                     Margaret Hooper                       
  
Gladys Geddes             Bob Booth 
  
Helene Ladner              Myrna Booth 
  
Horst Kopp                    Bob Dennison 
  
Irma Lefever                  Frank Jones 
  
Jean Woodhouse            Ron Duchak  

 
 



 8 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
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TRAVEL NEWSEXT CASINO TRIP 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2010  

DEERFOOT INN & CASINO 
 

Bus will be leaving � � � �� � �� � � �
 � � �� �� � - 9:30 a.m. Returning at 2:00p.m. 
SHARP 

 
Our group will enjoy a complimentary all you can eat hot and cold buffet, 
delicious dessert buffet, live entertainment and dancing, the chance to 
win Deerfoot Inn and Casino merchandise. 

 
Space is limited. Please reserve your seat with Jenna at the  

 
� � � � � 	 �
 � � �� � � 
 �� � � � � 	 �
 � � �� � � 
 �� � � � � 	 �
 � � �� � � 
 �� � � � � 	 �
 � � �� � � 
 �����

 
(403) 262-6342 ext. 224 

***Please note as of January 1, 2010 GAC 
 members will pay $1.00 and  

Non Members will pay $10.00 for  
Casino Trips*** 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GAC GAC 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff, we extend a Big Welcome to new 
members who have joined The Golden Age Club in August 2010 
 
 
Felicita Agula Magdt Mahmoud 
Lirado Bathan Ann Martin 
Teresa Borrelli Marion  Moore  
Lina Chan Eva Pinkley 
Esther Cramer Jacklyn Popp 
Stan Furber Lawrence  Potapoff 
Louis Fyffe Shirley Robertson 
Mary Hiebert Erna Schreiber 
Anne Hildebrand Maximum Shaw 
Harry Hildebrand Gertrude Stairs 
Jane Jessup A lexis Van Arden 
Gary F. Johnston  Lenard Wheeler 
Daune Larue Millie Young 
Ken Lee Chung Yu 
Don MacEachern   

 
 

‘PLEASE MAKE THEM WELCOME”  
 
 

ATTENTION MEMBERS: 
If any of you know of a member that is ill or in the hospital please notify the office at 403-262-6342.  
GAC would like to acknowledge them with notice on the bulletin board.  At this time we would  
like to say a Big Get Well to Joe Elie and Iris Clark who are in the hospital at this time. 
 
Anyone wanting to go grocery shopping please see the time and dates below.  
The Bus is FREE. The Forest Lawn Co-op bus is every Tuesday and leaves in front of  
King Tower on 6th Street and 9th Ave. between 10:15am and 10:30am 
 
The North Hill Safeway bus is every Friday in front of GAC on 610 8th Ave. SE and  
leaves between 9:15 and 9:30am 
 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Carol Astop 
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Alzheimer Society Of Calgary  
222 58 Avenue Southwest, Calgary, AB T2H 2S3 
 
 
An Information Forum Here at the Golden Age Club 
 
Someone you know affected by Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia? Please 
attend this: free community information forum hosted by the Alzheimer Society 
of Calgary to learn more about the resources available, what you can do now, and 
what you need to do next: 
 
Date: Saturday September 25th 

 
Time: 10:00AM – Noon 
 
Place: The Golden Age Club Auditorium 
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                  LESSONS FROM  THE ALL CANDIDATES FORUM  
 
Those of us who attended the mayoralty forum on August 21, 2010 were treated to an interesting and 
informative afternoon. A ll of the mayoralty candidates came. There was also a good attendance from the 
community. Many in the audience participated by wearing the campaign buttons or tee shirts of their 
candidates. The afternoon had the bounce and enthusiasm of a campaign rally.  
 
By any measure this was a successful event. Pulling it off was no mean feat.  As someone who has 
attended his share of such events, I can assure you that an all-candidate’s forum demands enormous 
preparation and organization by the mayoralty candidates who attend. One of the responsibilities of a 
candidate’s campaign manager is to strictly limit the number of such forums their candidiate is 
committed to attend.  They are a double curse for the front runners. The front runners have little to gain 
and a great deal to lose if they stumble over a question. There are approximately 150 organized 
communities in Calgary. I would be very surprised if any other community in Calgary could command 
the attendance of all the candidates. 
 
To an outsider, it’s all the more surprising that it happened in East Village. East Village is one of the 
smaller communities in Calgary. It is less than a third the average size. It is also struggling to overcome 
the image of a blighted community. The problems of prostitution, drugs and crime are still associated in 
the broader public mind with East Village.  A reputation for being a blighted community is easy to get 
and hard to dispel. 
 
How is it that East Village pulled off this coup.  The pluck, courage and vision of the staff at the Golden 
Age Club deserve sustained applause. The Golden Age Club also got the timing right. They were early 
enough to be one of the first such requests to land on the candidates’ desks, without being premature. 
 
However, as the afternoon rolled on, many of us who were present began to sense something more fundamental 
was afoot. Almost all of the candidates committed themselves to the continued redevelopment of East Village. 
Many went beyond a simple commitment to continue the redevelopment, which was all that was really demanded.  
They went on to speak of a community being transformed from a blighted community into one of the most 
desirable communities in the City of Calgary. 

 
One sensed all the candidates were there because they want to be associated with what is rapidly 
becoming a success story.  Urban planners and civic leaders from across the continent of North America 
come to Calgary to see East Village for themselves. Each of the candidates envision themselves as a 
future mayor of Calgary. They want to be able to lay a hand on East Village and claim ownership. 
 
 
Ned Shillington, 
President of the East Village Action Committee (EVAC) 
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We were happy to have been able to play a part in the M ayoral ty 
Forum held at the Club.  Wi th so many of  the candidates tak ing 
part and seeing so many people come out in support of  the event 
seemed to bring the communi ty together. 
We have been welcoming a lot of  new people into the bistro in the 
past month or so.  I t is very exci ting to see more and more new 
faces along wi th old f riends every day.  I t makes our days complete 
when we are able to take a few minutes to chat wi th each of  you. 
Please look for our new add this month in the Calgary Seniors 
Quarterly news paper.  We are reaching out to invi te even more 
visi tors to our Club and Bistro.  This wi l l  bring new f riends, new 
opportuni ties, special  events and or programs. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS, STAFF AND MEMBERS  WISH A  

 
“ HAPPY BIRTHDAY”  TO OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING  

 
BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 

 
 

 
George Nielsen   1  Don Craig   15  

Alex A lexander   4  Joe Kuhnen   17  

Jim Krebs   4  Iris Clark   18  

Dennis Folstrom   5  Henry Mohr   18  

Erna Schreiber   6  Doris Blaskin   19  

Richard Price   6  Margaret  L Brady   20  

Roger Martin   9  Frank Jones   21  

Mary Orr   10  Lydia Siapno   21  

Roger Johnston   10  Romeo Roy   23  

Madeline Becker   12  Ron Bycuik   24  

Pete Rosenvard   12  Norma Ellerman   27  

Murray McNamee   12  Monica Bruchall   29  

Mae Martin   12  Todd Wood   29  

Stan Spavor   12       
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FROM THE DESK OF THE FUNDRAISING CHAIRMAN 
 

Please stop and think, why you can’t give at least 4 1/2 hours per month of  your spare 
time to help at 5 Star Bingo. I f  we don’t get more volunteer’s The Golden Age Club 
wi l l  lose this important fundraiser. 
 

UCOM ING EVENTS 
 

Where you can also volunteer. 
 
October 9  Fashion Show  In the Bistro 1:00 – 3:00   cost is $5.00 
 
October 30 October Fest In the Bistro  6:00 – 11:00   cost is $3.00 
 
Todd wi l l  be serving German dishes. Then the Band wi l l  surprise you. 
 
November 15 - December 15  World  Finest Chocolate 
          We wi l l  give you a chance  to win door prizes 
 
November 21 Grey Cup Party in the Bistro 1:00     cost is $5.00 
 
November 27 Christmas Tea and Bake Sale       cost is $5.00 
 
December 3rd and 4th Christmas Festival     Si lver Col lection at the Door 
 
December 31 New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance     Cost is $ 20.00 
Cocktai ls    6:30 – 7:30 
Dinner   7:30 – 8:30 
Dance   8:30 – 1:00am 
 
We are in need of  a new Bingo M achine at the tune of  $7,000.00 to $8,000.00 so any donations 
Si lver Col lection would be grateful ly appreciated. So put your coins in the Jar . 
 
I  hope and pray that you wi l l  stop by the of f ice and see me about volunteering. 
You can make i t your New Year’s resolution early. 
 
Submitted by John Sullivan ,  
 
Chairman of the GAC Fundraising 



 16 

 
 

�

 
 



 17 

 
GOLDEN AGE CLUB’S  SPORTS CLUBS 

 

Pool 
 

You are invited to join us every Tuesday from 1:00pm to 4:00pm to play pool. 
A GAC Membership is required. Also, a Sports Club membership is required 
and it’s $10.00 per year and $2.00 per day for the use of the pool table. 

 

Darts 

Come out and play fun Darts on Monday, Wednesday and Saturdays at 
12:15pm. We will start at 12:30. You will need a current DFC membership and 
a Dart Club Membership at $10.00. Each time you play the cost is $2.00  

 

GAC Bingo 

Come to the Club on Fridays and play Bingo! Nickel Bingo starts at 
12:00Noon. Early Bird starts 12:50pm. You can even buy lunch in the 
Auditorium. You will have lots of fun and meet new friends!!  

BINGO PLAYERS 
 

IF YOU BRING A FRIEND TO PLAY BINGO ON THE LAST FRIDAY OF EVERY 
MONTH YOU WILL GET 1 FREE 9 CARD SHEET 

 FOR SEPTEMBER IT IS FRIDAY 24th   
DON’T FORGET EVERY 3RD FRIDAY WE SELL CARDS AT ½ PRICE 
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Hours: Closed but come to the office if you want to go up there  

Tuesday:           9:00am      1:00 pm 

Wednesday:     10:00am     2:00pm 

Thursday:         10:30am   2:00pm 

Friday:               10:30am   2:30pm 

We have a great selection of clothing for men and women. The bag sale is 
every day $3.00 per bag with (maximum of 5 items per bag). The last 
Wednesday of each month we will be selling items from .50c to $1.00.  

We are accepting donations of clean gently used clothing. 

 

NEED A HAIR CUT?? 
 

Sam our European Barber is located on the main floor near the Elevator. 
 
HOURS: 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Saturday 11:00 to 5:00  
Closed on Sundays and Holidays 
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An Exci t i ng New Oppor t uni t y… 
 

Calgary Homeshare Program 
 
Calgary Homeshare Program is a new and exciting program in Calgary.  It began in March 2010, is an 
18 month pilot project, and concentrates on “helping people help and support each other”.   
 
Calgary Homeshare Program serves Homeowners who are 65 years or more, reside in Calgary, have a 
room to offer and are willing to share their home with a Homeseeker.  Homeseekers are students over 
the age of 18 years who want affordable housing and who are willing to exchange services for reduced 
living expenses.   
 
The goal of Calgary Homeshare Program is to match compatible individuals (seniors and adult students) 
and help them enter into an agreement which outlines how they will assist each other. Through these 
efforts the benefits will not only be for the  individuals and families involved, but extend to the greater 
community as homes will be preserved and maintained, affordable alternate housing will be created and 
there will be a bridging of the intergenerational gap. 
 
BENEFITS OF YOUR INVOLVEMENT   

Income Savings:  Homeowners experience reduced housing costs and/or secure affordable supports 
while Homeseekers access affordable housing often in a previously unavailable area. 

Choice:   Calgary Homeshare Program actively seeks suitable participants and suggests matches 
based on compatibility and needs.  Participants decide if the match is right for them and what it should 
look like. 

Decreased Risk: Calgary Homeshare Program offers a formal method of Homesharing.  All 
applicants complete an in-person interview and Homeseekers must provide 3 references and a current 
police check. 

Companionship: Both parties benefit from the company of the other and the security of having 
another person around. 

Independence: Seniors are able to choose to remain in their home as they are able to access 
affordable wanted or needed support from their live-in companion. 

Follow-up: Through the provision of follow up services, agreements can be modified and information 
can be shared about additional resources available.  
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Minister’s Column 
 
 

New law promotes prevention of abuse for vulnerable adults 
 
The provincial government has updated critical legislation to better protect vulnerable Albertans from abuse. This 

includes the new Protection for Persons in Care Act, which came into force on July 1.  

 

The new Act makes many improvements to the old legislation it replaces by increasing the emphasis on 

preventing abuse before it happens. Under the new Act, all publicly-funded service providers—those funded by 

the government of Alberta—must do all they can to prevent abuse from happening. Those service providers are 

responsible for keeping clients safe from abuse.  

 

The Act also requires that all suspected abuse be reported. In fact, not reporting abuse is an offence. While 

service providers are responsible for doing all they can to prevent abuse, everyone must share this responsibility. 

Every person who interacts with vulnerable adults has a responsibility to keep them safe from harm. If you ever 

suspect abuse, or if you want more information about reporting abuse, call the toll-free Information and Reporting 

Line at 1-888-357-9339. If someone is in immediate danger, call local police.  

 

The new Act works together with other pieces of recently introduced legislation to better support and protect 

vulnerable adults. These include the Adult Guardianship and Trusteeship Act, which has a process to review the 

suitability of potential co-decisions makers, trustees and guardians of vulnerable Albertans. As well, the 

Supportive Living Accommodation Licensing Act allows the Alberta government to carry out a full-range of 

activities associated with licensing supportive living facilities, including monitoring, compliance management and 

investigating complaints. 

 

For more information on these three Acts, go online to www.seniors.alberta.ca or call the toll-free Information and 

Reporting Line at 1-888-357-9339. 
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September 2010 
Kent Hehr, MLA 
Calgary Buffalo 
 
As your elected representative, it is my job to represent you and to ensure that government is accountable to you.  
 
The premier has repeatedly said, “ . . . we©ll balance the province©s operating budget—the dollars we spend on 
public services. And we©ll focus on helping the vulnerable … supporting the programs and services Albertans need 
most, like health care, education and support for seniors.”  
 
Yet virtually all of the budgets involving spending on services that Albertans have said are important have been 
cut. The government has even failed to fund the agreement that they made with Alberta teachers and have 
deliberately underfunded special needs education for the past two years. They did, however, pay the ridiculously 
bloated severance packages and pensions for the overpaid Alberta Health Services ‘ top brass’  hired by the Board 
and then quickly let go.  
 
What areas has government chosen to cut in Budget 2010? Supports for the disabled, children and youth at risk, 
seniors, and the ill. The not-for-profit organizations that save vast amounts in public spending, scholarships and 
funding for adult learners and job-training were all slashed. We have spaces for learners, but no funding.  
 
Our public health care system has been so disrupted and torn apart that no one, including CEO Stephen Duckett of 
AHS, knows for sure what is working and what isn’ t. His cost-cutting measure of amalgamating ambulance 
services in one body is going to cost an extra $26 million this year alone! New hospital beds in Alberta have 
simply replaced the old ones, which were mothballed.  
 
This government keeps lurching from one crisis to another. We deserve thoughtful, evidence-based leadership. We 
deserve value for our dollars and we deserve a government that listens to Albertans. 
 
Our public dollars are going to private corporations to build assisted living spaces, which they will own and charge 
our seniors to live in and pay extra for health services. We need long-term care beds, not more high cost assisted 
living spaces. “The city had 1,897 acute care beds in 1994. Sixteen years later only 133 new beds have been added, 
even though the population grew by 327,000.”  (Calgary Herald July 4, 2010 p.A6) 
 
Many of you will also recall Bill 50 which stripped the public of consultation rights when PRIVATE FOR 
PROFIT transmission lines built by the taxpayer to move privately generated power for distribution and export was 
passed. Every electricity consumer in the province will feel this added burden, coupled with the recently further 
deregulated service announced by the Premier.  
 
On the bright side, my colleague, MLA Bridget Pastoor, Lethbridge East, had her Private Members Motion 501, 
which calls for an independent review of MLA remuneration, passed unanimously during the spring session. We 
hope that the government follows through and makes our pay packages fair and transparent. 
 
I am spending the summer in the constituency, and am here to meet with you and discuss any issues that are of 
concern to you or your family.  I would also be pleased to assist or advocate for you in a variety of ways. As your 
MLA, I am a Notary Public and a Commissioner for Oaths and can perform marriages. If you or your family are 
experiencing difficulties accessing government services or programs I may be able to assist. If you have senior 
family members who are celebrating a significant wedding anniversary or birthday, I can arrange for a certificate 
to commemorate the occasion. 
 
�
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Meet Alderman Druh Farrell 

 
East Village is a community with a bright future. 

What 
do you like about East Village? What do you 

want to 
see improved upon? Join us to discuss your 

ideas for 
your community with Alderman Druh Farrell. 

Coffee, 
tea and light refreshments will be provided. 

When: September 15th 1 – 3 pm 
Where: Golden Age Club, 610 8th Avenue SE 

in the second floor library 
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